
College and WW1 

This is the story of how the girls and 
staff were affected by the First World 

War, 1914 - 1918 



Events before 1914 

The story starts before 1914. There were 
premonitions of war in Cheltenham long before 
they were felt by the general public: College history 
shows an uncanny anticipation of what would 
actually happen in 1914. 
 
If you were in St. Hilda’s House you might have 
been a member of the volunteer fire brigade. This 
was formed in 1904 together with an improved fire 
drill procedure throughout the whole of College in 
1909 in case of any future enemy invasion.  

 



Events Before 1914 



College Branch of Red Cross 

In 1910 a College branch of the Red Cross was 
formed with the aim of letting women ‘take 
their share of the burden of national defence.’ 
Regular inspections of training procedures were 
carried out between 1910 – 1914 and you might 
very well have taken part in this one in Lower 
Hall, either as a pretend patient or a trainee 
nurse. 

 



College Branch of Red Cross 



Princess Hall 

Even the Princess Hall, was used for the Red Cross inspections. Students were entered 
for First Aid and nursing exams and by 1914 over 400 pupils held certificates. 
 



Straw Mattress Making 



Stretcher Drill 



L14 – emergency hospital ward 



Operating Theatre 

Here is a classroom set out as an operating theatre: here the young pretend patient is 
doing a very convincing impression for the camera of being under an anaesthetic in 
preparation for an operation. The College laboratories were also used to prepare 
anaesthetics for the Royal Society War Committee.  



Laundry Duty 



Field Kitchen 



An Outdoor Hospital Ward 



St Martin’s Red Cross Hospital 



St Martin’s VAD 

• In 1914, the practiced skills were needed for real 
as the first wave of front line casualties reached 
the Red Cross hospitals. Eversleigh boarding 
house (then next door to St Helen’s in Parabola 
Road) was turned into an actual Red Cross 
Hospital. Each ward was named after a College 
boarding house and was fully staffed by Guild 
members and staff who volunteered to nurse 
using their free time away from teaching duties, 
often giving up all their holidays and weekends.  

 



St Martin’s Hospital Staff 

In many cases girls volunteered to work at St Martin’s as soon as they left College. All 
the Red Cross training they had done while at College was put to very good use as they 
tended the large numbers of wounded who arrived on an all too frequent basis from 
the battlefields of France and Belgium.   



St Martin’s Hospital Patients 

Many patients were grateful for the care they received here, even though getting 
better often meant returning to the frontline battlefields. 



Convalescing  

Patients had a ready supply of books that 
could be borrowed from the College 
Library. As they gradually recovered from 
their injuries, they were also allowed to 
attend Prayers in the Princess Hall and to 
play cricket on Field. 



St Martin’s Hospital Poem 

Here is a poem that appeared 
in the 1916 College magazine. 
It was written by a grateful ex-
patient, Private F Brooks of 
the Suffolk Regiment.  



Digging for Victory 

Everyone who was still studying at College 
was expected to help in any way they could 
towards the war effort. At a time of food 
shortage, feeding over 500 boarders on a 
daily basis was a problem and College 
became smitten with ‘Allotment Fever’ as 
many boarding house gardens and various 
parts of the playing field were dug up to 
grow vegetables. All the girls were 
responsible for helping with this instead of 
playing all the usual sports. Rubbish from the 
boarding houses was collected and sorted 
for recycling by the girls – e.g. paper, bottles, 
tins and meat bones. The effects of the 
restricted war-time diet on the girls were 
carefully monitored with regular weigh-ins, a 
reduction in prep where possible and more 
time allowed for sleep. 



Comfort Parcels 
Girls were expected to contribute their own money towards buying items to 
place in ‘comfort’ parcels which were then sent out to the troops in the 
trenches and in the Royal Navy. The contents ranged from knitted mittens 
and electric torches to chocolate and tobacco and the letters of thanks, such 
as the ones you see here, were read out at Prayers so that the girls could see 
how much their contributions were appreciated by those who were enduring 
terrible conditions in the battlefield trenches. 
 
The “War Workshop” at St Clare’s Boarding House in Fauconberg Terrace was 
open daily except Saturday to past and present students, making amongst 
other things sunshields, sandbags and a periscope designed by a member of 
staff. There was also a Hospital Supply Depot making swabs and pneumonia 
jackets and the College labs in the Science Department were involved in 
making iodine for this depot. 



Comfort Parcels 



Guild X-Ray Machine 

As well as providing the staff for St Martin’s Hospital, the Guild also 
raised £560 to fund the purchase of a mobile X-ray unit. This was 
presented to the War Office by Guild in 1915. 



War Work 



New Careers 

With many men fighting on the battlefields, new 
careers were opening up to girls once they had left 
College. This pamphlet entitled ‘Table of Profession 
and Occupations for Girls’ and dated 1915, lists all the 
many careers available in medicine, teaching, domestic 
science, agriculture, business, and other professions. 
This page lists some of the careers available within the 
Civil Service and details the qualifications needed, 
length of training in terms of time needed, the likely 
salary after training and future career prospects. 



New Careers 



Prayer Room and Roll of Honour 



Prayer Room and Roll of Honour 
The terrible losses in the First World War affected far 
more lives than any war before or since, and the 
Principal of the time, Miss Lilian Faithfull, was often 
called upon to break the news of the death of a 
relative to a girl, as well as to try to comfort the 
bereaved. She was often deeply impressed by their 
fortitude: one day I heard the news of the death of a 
student’s brother, and, realising what it would mean 
to the sister, was so much of a coward that I feared 
to send for her. I need not have been afraid. An hour 
afterwards she passed me in the Hall, and as I called 
her she turned round, her face alight and smiling, 
and all she said was, ‘I am far too proud to be sad.’ 
  
She wanted the girls to have a place of sanctuary, a 
place of quiet for private prayer and thought, so she 
established a prayer room near her own office. A 
book was placed in it with the names of all the 
brothers and fathers who were fighting, and the 
room was in constant use. 



War Time Prayers 



War Time Prayers 

This little book of ‘Prayers for Use in Time of War’ was handwritten in 
July 1915 by a pupil, Alice Hindson, in an Art Class in College. When 
offering it to the College Archives in 1983 she wrote that ‘my 
generation heard these prayers read by Miss Faithfull morning after 
morning and I think that they meant a great deal to us all and are a 
memorial to that heart-rending time.’ 
 
I hope that all of these images give you some idea of what it was like 
to be in College at this time, and also an indication of the reserves of 
strength that girls and staff alike needed in order to face the war years 
with fortitude. 
 
Written by Rachel Roberts, College Archivist , July 2018 

 


